
31-Day Reading & Reflection Guide

Volume 1 : Glorify



DAY ONE: READ “PARADOX IN JORDAN” PAGE 10

Close your eyes and think about a place where you deeply 
experienced the beauty of God’s creation. What emotions or feelings 
rose in you? 

What were your thoughts about God as you experienced the beauty 
of His creation? 

What keeps you from having more experiences with God in nature? 

Is it difficult to believe that there is nothing that can separate you 
from the love of God that is in Christ? Honestly think about this and 
record your thoughts. 

1 John 4:16 NLT says it plainly, “God is love.” Over and over, the Bible 
tells us of God’s unfailing love.  God loves you even when you don’t 

feel worthy or lovable. God loves you even when you don’t love 
yourself. Human love may have failed you but God is not human. He 
is your divine Creator, your true Father and He loves you with a love 

that is beyond our human understanding. 

PRAYER:
Dear Lord, please reveal Yourself to me. Give me the power to 
understand, as all God’s people should, how wide, how long, how 
high and how deep Your love is for me. Lord may I experience Your 
love, though it is too great to understand fully. 
(reference scripture Ephesians 3:18-19 NLT)



DAY TWO: READ “A SECOND CHANCE” PAGE 15

PRAYER:
Dear Lord, help me to see the work of Your Hand in my life and 
be grateful. Use the difficulties in my life, to make me more like 
Christ, transforming me into a more understanding and loving 

person. Draw me to You in times of trouble. Give me a deep and 
abiding trust in You.  Lord may I trust in You with all my heart 
and not depend on my own understanding. (reference scripture 

Proverbs 3:5 NLT)

Think about a time that you had planned to make a major life change but 
things didn’t work out. 

Reflect on that situation and how it turned out. Could God have been 
protecting you or other people? Leading you to a better opportunity? 

Leading you to a place to help others in a way you didn’t expect? Teaching 
you something or drawing you closer to Him? Where do you see God’s 

hand in that situation?

How does illness, suffering and difficulties make us more like Christ? 

Reflect on a time that you have experienced illness or difficulty. Did that 
experience draw you closer to God? How?



DAY THREE: READ “OUT OF DEEP WATERS” PAGE 16

The storyteller’s mom heard a voice. “Check the pool. Check the pool.”  
Have you ever heard God’s still, small voice guiding and directing you? 
Describe a time when you felt God urging you to do something to help or 
protect you or others.

Research indicates that many Christians have experienced what they 
would describe as a miracle from God but do not share for fear of 
being judged.  Have you had an experience that you would describe as 
miraculous? If so describe it here. 

Have you shared your experience with anyone? Why or why not?

The storyteller describes heaven in this way: “Absolute joy. Like being 
wrapped up in a giant hug with absolute protection and not a care in the 
world.” The book Imagine Heaven by John Burke, describes the experience 
of hundreds of people who have had near death experiences. There are 
striking similarities in the stories that match with the description from this 
story. What do you believe heaven will be like? 

PRAYER:
Dear Lord, help me not to fear death but instead to look 
forward to what you promise in Your Word about heaven. You will 
make Your home among us and there will be no more death or 
sorrow or crying or pain. Lord, thank You for the joy to come. 
Thank You for the promise of experiencing Your love forever in Your 
holy Kingdom. (reference scripture Revelation 21:3-4 NLT)



DAY FOUR: READ “HE SEES THE ONE” PAGE 20

The preacher in this story said, “The enemy is doing everything he 
can to stop you but it’s not going to work. The Lord is going to use 
you in miraculous ways….” Have you ever felt this way? Have you 
ever felt like the enemy was pulling out all the stops to keep God 
from using you? Have you ever considered that the enemy sees your 
potential (maybe more than you do) and is desperate to squash it?  

How can the enemy be stopped? 

The Bible has some insights for us. 
 
So humble yourselves before God. Resist the devil, and he will flee 
from you. 
James 4:7 NLT

In addition to all of these, hold up the shield of faith to stop the fiery 
arrows of the devil.  Ephesians 6:16 NLT

Sometimes God uses other people to help us overcome the enemy’s 
schemes.  The storyteller’s friend invited her to church and insisted 
that she go. What happened?

PRAYER:
Dear Lord, protect me from the enemy. Give me the power to 
understand that in a world of billions of people, You still see me 
and love me and have a wonderful plan for me. Help me to 
remember that the  plans You have for me are good, plans to 
prosper me and give me hope. (reference scripture Jeremiah 29:11 
NLT)



DAY FIVE: READ “ULTIMATE HEALING” PAGE 25

PRAYER:
Dear Lord, thank You for the many times You have comforted 
me in pain and sorrow. Thank You for ministering to me through 
people. Thank You for bringing healing in my life and in the life 
of those I love.  Thank You for giving me hope even when healing 
doesn’t occur on earth. Lord, use me to comfort and encourage 

others. May my heart be flooded with light so that I can 
understand the confident hope we have in You. Use me to spread 
that message of hope to others who need to hear it. (reference 

scripture Ephesians 1:18 NLT)

A healing ministry was birthed in this story. Describe a time in your life 
when something beautiful was birthed in the midst of pain or suffering.

God healed many people through the ministry but Sally was not healed. 
What was the storyteller’s perspective and how does this speak to you?

The storyteller praised God even as he sat by his wife while she was dying. 
How? Why?

The storyteller said, “God orchestrated our meeting and brought us 
together.” Have you ever felt this way about anyone? Have you thanked 

God?



DAY SIX: READ “LOVE IN ANY 
LANGUAGE” PAGE 26

The man in this story was completely defeated. Describe a time in your life 
when you have been in a very low place. 

How did God restore your heart? 

Why is it important to reach out for help from other Christians?

Have you ever been asked to pray and had no idea what to say?  Scripture 
tells us the Holy Spirit helps us with praying. 

And the Holy Spirit helps us in our weakness. For example, we don’t know 
what God wants us to pray for. But the Holy Spirit prays for us with groan-
ings that cannot be expressed in words. Romans 8:26 NLT

Have you ever experienced the overwhelming love of God pouring through 
you onto another person? 

PRAYER:
Dear Lord, give me the strength and courage to reach out to 
other Christians when I need help. Send me to just the right people. 
Thank You for the many times You have restored my heart and 
spoken words of life and love to me. Be with me Lord when 
I pray for others. May Your Holy Spirit give me words of life 
and love for others. Pour out Your love through me onto others. 
(reference scripture Luke 12:12 NLT)



DAY SEVEN: READ “GOD OF THE IMPOSSIBLE” PAGE 29

The storyteller describes having an unexplainable peace when 
he was diagnosed with leukemia and throughout his treatment. 
Think about a time in your life when you have experienced an 
unexplainable peace in difficult circumstances. 

What does scripture tell us about our source of peace? 

“I am leaving you with a gift — peace of mind and heart. And the 
peace I give is a gift the world cannot give. So don’t be troubled or 
afraid.” John 14:27 NLT

Then you will experience God’s peace, which exceeds anything we 
can understand. His peace will guard your hearts and minds as you 
live in Christ Jesus. Philippians 4:7 NLT

It is very rare for a person to be cured of the storyteller’s type of 
leukemia in just one round of chemo. What was the response of the 
doctors?

Scripture makes it clear that God is indeed God of the impossible. 

Jesus looked at them intently and said, “Humanly speaking, it is 
impossible. But with God everything is possible.” Matthew 19:26 NLT

He replied, “What is impossible for people is possible with God.” Luke 
18:27 NLT

How have you experienced this truth in your own life?

PRAYER:
Dear Lord, thank You for the peace that passes all understanding 
even when it seems everything is falling apart around me. May I never 
fear bad news but confidently trust You to care for me. Help me to 
remember Your divine power. Open my eyes and heart to all of the 
ways You show up as the God of the impossible in my life and the lives 
of others. Give me the courage to tell others about the amazing things 
You have done. (reference scripture Psalm 112:7 NLT)



REFLECTING ON STORIES 1-7

Which of these stories do you relate to? Which was most 
encouraging? Most challenging?

Do you see any trends or similarities in any of the stories?
If so, what?

Have the stories reminded you of any important truths about 
God? What new insights have  you gained about God through 
these stories?

What new insights have you gained about yourself through 
these stories?

Has reflecting on these stories changed you in any way?
If so, how?



DAY EIGHT: READ “THE WATERFALL OF GOD’S LOVE” PAGE 34

The storyteller said he believed the Holy Spirit planted a seed  for him to become a 
pastor when he was nine years old even though it took over 20 years for the seed 

to grow.  What seed has the Holy Spirit planted in your life? Is this seed dormant or 
has it begun to bear fruit?

The storyteller said this about his experience in the stadium, “There were 70,000 
people there, but he preached the service like he was preaching to one person….. I 

knew he was talking to me.” What happened next? 

How is this part of his story similar to the story on Day Four “He See the One”?

The storyteller had a speech impediment, a lisp and was in special classes through 
high school. He failed a class at every level of his education. Even in seminary he 

failed the evangelism class. In spite of all of this, he became a passionate preacher 
at the little church by the creek and the church grew in amazing ways. He said, “It’s 

not me. It is what God’s done here that is amazing.” 

In 2 Corinthians Paul asked the Lord to take away his problem, the “thorn in his 
side.” Though we don’t know what the specific problem was, we know the Lord’s 

answer. 

Each time he said, “My grace is all you need. My power works best in weakness.”

 And Paul’s response was: 

 So now I am glad to boast about my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ can 
work through me. 2 Corinthians 12:9 NLT

How have you seen the power of Christ work through your own weaknesses? How 
does this bring God glory?



PRAYER:

Dear Lord, please grow the seeds 
that You have planted in me at 
just the right time and in just the 
right way. I believe You have a 

divine plan for my life.  Show me 
the next step. Lord, help me not to 
be discouraged or defeated by my 
weaknesses but instead to see Your 
power working through them. May 
others see You and not me. May I 
become less and You become more.  
(reference scripture John3:30 NLT)



DAY NINE: READ “RIGHTEOUS, 
REDEEMED & RESTORED” 
PAGE 40

The storyteller describes the times he would drive by the little church by the creek 
and feel that God was calling him but he would say “NO!” He even would go out of 
his way not to see the church. Is there something God has been calling you to but 
you haven’t said “Yes!”

The pastor in the previous story believed this storyteller deserved a second chance. 
Where do you land when it comes to giving people second chances? 

Have you experienced seasons where you were working to exhaustion? Maybe you 
are in a season like that now. How can this part of his story be applied to your story 
of overwork and exhaustion? 

The storyteller is a first responder to teenagers calling when they are high and 
contemplating suicide. He relies on God for help. “I am dependent on God, relying 
on prayer and the Holy Spirit’s guidance. It is too difficult and complex and 
dangerous to figure this out own my own.”  When something is very difficult and 
complex, how do you deal with it? 

The storyteller said “I am right with God because of the cross, not because of 
anything I have done.” Do you find yourself sometimes striving to be right on your 
own merit?

PRAYER:
Lord, forgive me for all the times you have called me and I have said NO! 
Help me to say YES!  Help me to be merciful and give second chances. Lord 
thank You for being the One I can turn to when things are difficult. Jesus 
thank you for suffering and dying on the cross so that my righteousness is 
in You. Help me to depend on You in everything. May I always act justly, love 
mercy and walk humbly with You. (reference scripture Micah 6:8 NLT) 



DAY 10: READ “LISTENING TO GOD” PAGE 47

The storyteller was praying for Jody, his wife and girls, but she felt 
God was calling her to do more than pray. She said, “We can ask God 
to speak to us, but we have to listen to God and not doubt that He 
will take care of us.” Think back on your own life. Have you ever felt 
God calling you to do more than pray? If so, how did you respond? 

During the process of making sure she could donate her kidney, the 
storyteller reflected on her purpose. She said, “I believe every turn 
in my life journey led me to give my kidney to Jody. I felt a complete 
peace about it. I had no hesitation, no worries.” Have you had time to 
reflect on your life’s purpose and where God had\s led you in your life 
journey? 

The storyteller was confident about her purpose and what God 
wanted her to do. This gave her a complete peace, with no worries or 
hesitation. Have you found this to be true in your own life? When you 
are confident you are walking in the path the Lord has set before 
you, do you have a sense of peace? Less anxiety and worry?

Although the storyteller gave a gift to Jody, she spoke at the end of 
her story about the great gift she was given. What was this gift? Can 
you relate to her experience? 

PRAYER:
Dear Lord, make my purpose clear to me each day. May I listen to 
You and trust that You will take care of me. Teach me to do Your 
will.  May I experience Your peace as I walk the path you have set 
before me. Lord, I give myself to you.  (reference scripture Psalm 143:8 
NLT



DAY 11: READ “GOD IS AT HAND” PAGE 50

The surgeon said this about the kidney from the previous storyteller: “This 
is a 100% match! This is a perfect match!” It is extremely rare for a complete 

stranger to be a 100% match. What would you have thought if you had 
heard this news? 

 

Think about a time that God helped you. What was your response? Did you 
thank God? Did you recognize God’s help immediately or did it take time 

to understand how God was working on your behalf?

Before the surgery, the men of the church prayed for the storyteller. This 
included the storyteller’s uncle who had suffered with the same kidney 

disease for much longer and who also needed a kidney transplant. What 
did the uncle pray? How did God provide for his uncle?

When the storyteller received the card from Miss Anita that read “God is at 
Hand” he said it was as if God just walked through the door and sat down 

with us. He said he felt His presence so strongly. Have you ever experienced 
anything like this? 

How did this experience change the storyteller’s life?



PRAYER:

Dear Lord, thank You for all of 
the times You have intervened on 
my behalf. Thank You for seeing 
every need I have and responding 
to me, even when I don’t see You or 
acknowledge You. Help me to see 

Your hand at work in my life and 
to feel Your presence. May I not be 
afraid. I know You are with me. 

You strengthen me and help me. You 
hold me up with Your righteous right 
hand. (reference scripture Isaiah 

41:10 NLT)



DAY 12: READ “A NEBRASKA 
BLIZZARD” PAGE 57

Put yourself in the place of the young couple in this story in the snow 
storm. How would you have felt? 
 

Who came to help the young couple? 

What happened when the couple tried to thank the men?

Have you ever experienced something similar to this story when you felt 
like you had encountered angels?

The storyteller said, “Our time here on earth was not finished. God had 
other plans for us. Our times are in His hands.” Is it difficult to release your 
time here on earth to the Lord and put your future in His hands until He 
takes you home?

PRAYER:
Lord, mold me and perfect me until you take me home. Help me to release my 
life to You knowing that I am in Your hands. Help me to trust You and fill me 
completely with joy and peace. May I overflow with confident hope through the 
power of the Holy Spirit. (reference scripture Romans 15:13 NLT)



DAY 13: READ “ANGEL IN THE PASTURE” PAGE 60

Have you experienced something similar to this story when God’s 
help came in a surprising way?

The storyteller, her husband and her son were in great danger in this 
story. The storyteller sustained serious, though not life-threatening, 
injuries. However, she remained positive. She described the 
experience as a “miracle” and a “great blessing.” What did she say 
her family learned from this experience? What had she prayed for 
her family prior to this experience?

The storyteller said, “God is never late, His timing is perfect….” How 
have you experienced God’s perfect timing in your life? 

The storyteller says she was told all her life how stubborn she was. 
How did God used this part of her personality to help her?  How has 
God used your personality and unique traits to help you?

PRAYER:
Dear Lord, I praise You because You are a God of perfect timing. 
You are a God that redeems the parts about us that others view 
negatively.  You hold us when we are hurting and don’t let go. You help 
us in wonderful and surprising ways! Help me to always remember 
Your ways are higher than my ways. (reference scripture Isaiah 55:9 
NLT



DAY 14: READ “LICENSE PLATE PS103” PAGE 62

The storyteller said of her experience “it was about 20 minutes of terror for 
me.” How was the storyteller passing time in the car prior to the terrifying 

experience? 

What similarities do you see between this story and the previous story 
“Angel in the Pasture?”

Do you think most people would think to check for a Bible verse 
after seeing the PS103 license plate? Why do you think this storyteller 

immediately thought of scripture? 

Can you remember a time when God has pointed you to a particular 
scripture? 

How has God spoken to you through His word? 



PRAYER:

Dear Lord, help me to pass my time 
in meaningful ways, learning about 
You, worshiping You and praising You. 
Prepare me, Lord, for times when I 
may be frightened and alone. Point 
me to truths in Your word that I 
need to hear. Speak to me through 
Your scriptures Lord. Keep me from  
harm and watch over my coming 
and going, both now and forever. 
(reference scripture Psalm 121:7-8 

NLT)



REFLECTING ON STORIES 8-14

Which of these stories do you relate to? Which was most 
encouraging? Most challenging?

Do you see any trends or similarities in any of the stories?
If so, what?

Have the stories reminded you of any important truths about 
God? What new insights have  you gained about God through 
these stories?

What new insights have you gained about yourself through 
these stories?

Has reflecting on these stories changed you in any way?
If so, how?



DAY 15: READ “54 REJECTIONS” 
PAGE 67

The storyteller said that his wife, “was always there for me as an 
encourager, helping me to focus on the mission that God had laid before 
us.” Is there someone God has put in your life to encourage you? Is there 
someone who helps keep you focused on becoming the man or woman 
the Lord created you to be?

How did God’s timing prove perfect in this story?

The storyteller experienced 54 rejections from job applications. He was 
finally hired at a job he hadn’t even initially applied for and this job turned 
out to be a wonderful opportunity for him and his family. How can you 
apply what happened with this storyteller to rejections or roadblocks in 
your own life?

What lesson of humility did the storyteller learn after starting his new job? 

How is the storyteller using his retirement time and money? 

PRAYER:
Dear Lord, thank you for putting people in my life who believe in me and 
encourage me. Thank You for all the times You protected me from getting what 
I thought I wanted and instead providing something even better. Thank You for 
providing financially for me. You are a kind and generous Father. With all my 
heart I praise You, O Lord my God. (reference scripture Psalm 86:12 NLT)



DAY 16: READ “LOCKED OUT OF THE BIBLE MART” 
PAGE 70

The storyteller worked with a woman who accepted Christ and her 
life was radically transformed. Seeing the change in her, created an 
openness in his heart to God. The storyteller didn’t say the woman 
evangelized him. It was the radical change in her that captured his 
attention and got him interested. What are your thoughts about 
this? 

Think about your own opportunities at work or with your friends to 
use your life to create openness to God. What might that look like? 

The storyteller knew he needed a Bible. How did the Lord provide a 
Bible for the storyteller?

Can you think of a time that God provided just what you needed to 
increase your faith or deepen your relationship with Him? 

PRAYER:
Dear Lord, thank You for all of the times you have sent people and 
resources to help me grow in my relationship with You. Make me into 
the kind of person that creates an openness in others to know You. 
May Your love pour into my heart through Your Holy Spirit so that I 
might draw others to You. (reference scripture Romans 5:5 NLT)



DAY 17: READ “BIBLE STUDY FRIENDS” PAGE 73

The storyteller said that although she had been a Christian since childhood, 
she had spent little time in God’s Word. Has this been true for you? If so, 

what has kept you from reading the Bible?

The storyteller explained how the Life Journal helped her read the Bible 
and weave God’s word into her heart. Have you found any resources like 
the Life Journal helpful to you regarding developing a regular practice of 

reading and reflecting on God’s Word? If so, are you still utilizing these 
resources? 

How did the storyteller’s relationship with the Lord change through her 
time spent daily with Him?

The storyteller felt God nudging her to start a Bible study. She was resistant 
at first but she quickly submitted, “Today, I will lay down my pride and be 

obedient.” What great blessing came out of this Bible study?

Describe a time when you have received a great blessing from God when 
you were obedient to His nudging – even if you first resisted.



PRAYER:

Dear Lord, Your word is a lamp for 
my feet, a light on my path. Help me 
to prioritize time spent with You in 

Your Word. Give me the resources that 
I need to help me better understand 
and apply Your Word in my life. Lord, 
help me to be attuned to Your nudging 
and give me the courage and strength 
to be obedient. I trust You and know 

that You are always at work to bring 
about good in my life and the lives of 
others. (reference scripture Psalm 119:105 

NLT)



DAY 18: READ “THE TOILET 
COMPLEX SCHOOL” PAGE 76

The storyteller prayed that God would show her how to serve Him. What 
happened? 
 

Have you ever prayed that God would show you how to serve Him? If so, what 
happened? If not, what do you think has kept you from asking God to do this?

When the slum commissioner told the storyteller she could hold her school in the 
toilet complex what was her immediate response? What happened next?

The storyteller was obedient and faithful. God provided many volunteers to 
help teach but they were teaching 600 children and desperately needed a new 
building. On Saturdays the storyteller, teachers and students fasted and prayed. 
How did God provide? 

The storyteller concludes, “The Lord calls, but He doesn’t end at a call. He walks 
alongside or in front of us. He never leaves us alone. And when He calls, His 
provision is sure.” How does this statement speak to you and your life? 

PRAYER:
Dear Lord, thank You for all of the times You have brought just the right 
people and resources into my life to help me fulfill the mission You have given 
me.  Show me how to serve You. May I not be afraid, but instead may I 
be strong and courageous. I know You are with me wherever I go. (reference 
scripture Joshua 1:9 NLT)



DAY 19: READ “THEN THE DOORBELL RANG” 
PAGE 81

The storyteller said, “I have always had a heart for teenagers.” She 
became the director of a pregnancy center and began helping many 
teenagers. Has God given you a heart for someone or something?
 

Shortly after the pregnancy center was open the storyteller began to 
doubt. She became discouraged. What did she do? 

Have you experienced a time when You thought God was calling you 
to do something but things didn’t work out as you had planned? 
How did you handle this situation? 

At one point, the storyteller had done everything she knew to do 
to help a teenage girl and her mother but there was no resolution. 
What did she do when she came to the end of her own abilities? 
What happened? 

How does this part of the story speak to you? 

PRAYER:
Dear Lord, stir in me a heart for others. Give me clarity about Your 
mission in my life. Remind me to ask for Your guidance when I am 
discouraged or doubting along the way. Show me when to stay the 
course and when to change course. May Your Holy Spirit teach me 
everything I need to know. May I remain in You and may You remain 
in me so that my life may produce much fruit. (reference scripture 
John 15:4 NLT)



DAY 20: READ “DARKNESS INTO LIGHT” PAGE 84

The storyteller describes going on internationally mission trips with her 
family. If you have had the opportunity to go on a mission trip, describe 

how this experience shaped and changed you. 

Several times the storyteller speaks of the importance of establishing 
relationships as she worked to understand and help with complicated 
problems. How have you seen the power of developing relationships in 

your own life? 

After the Christmas party the storyteller launched a ministry to prevent 
and end exploitation in the nation she was serving. She fasted and prayed 
before making this decision. A previous storyteller described fasting and 

praying. Have you fasted and prayed before? For more on the purpose 
of fasting check out John Piper’s interview (~ 5 minutes) at https://www.

desiringgod.org/interviews/what-is-the-purpose-of-fasting

The storyteller talks about the complexity of the ministry, saying it was “a 
journey with God of learning lessons and learning from mistakes.” If you 

are a people pleaser or perfectionist, it may be hard for you to learn lessons 
and learn from mistakes along your journey. How does this part of the story 

speak to you?

Describe a time when you, like the storyteller, have witnessed the power of 
love against shame, hate and violence.



PRAYER:

Dear Lord, help me to be patient and 
wise in my journey. Lead me into the 
right relationships to help me better 
understand and serve. Keep me from 
discouragement and self-criticism when 
I make mistakes and instead teach 
me what I need to learn from my 

mistakes. When I am overwhelmed and 
lacking, send me help. May I never 
forget the good things You do for me. 
(reference scripture Psalm 103:2 NLT)



DAY 21: READ “A BEAUTIFUL 
MASTERPIECE” PAGE 90

How have earthly things drawn you away from God? What can you do to 
remedy this? 

The storyteller says, “the number on the scale dictated my worth, not the 
fact that I am a child of God.” Where do you find your worth? 

The storyteller still struggles and says, “I can’t do this without the Lord.” She 
depends daily on Him for strength. How does she start her day and how 
does that change her? How do you start your day? 

What did the storyteller say really saved her? 

The storyteller meditated on 1 Corinthians 6:19-20 which reads:

Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in 
you, whom you have received from God? You are not your own; you were 
bought at a price. Therefore honor God with your body.

How does this scripture speak to you?

PRAYER:
Dear Lord, forgive me for not honoring You with my body. I want to honor You 
in everything, including honoring You with my body. Remind me that my worth is 
in You alone.  Lord, draw me away from earthly things and keep my eyes fixed 
on You. (reference scripture Hebrews 12:2 NLT)



REFLECTING ON STORIES 15-21

Which of these stories do you relate to? Which was most 
encouraging? Most challenging?

Do you see any trends or similarities in any of the stories?
If so, what?

Have the stories reminded you of any important truths about 
God? What new insights have  you gained about God through 
these stories?

What new insights have you gained about yourself through 
these stories?

Has reflecting on these stories changed you in any way?
If so, how?



DAY 22: READ “DIAMONDS IN THE DARK” PAGE 95

Have you ever experienced an extended period of difficulty or 
suffering like the storyteller when God seemed to be painfully silent?

The storyteller cried out to God, “What is going on? Have you 
completely forgotten me?” 
In Psalm 42:9 NLT David implores the Lord in a similar way:

“O God my rock,” I cry, “why have you forgotten me? Why must I 
wander around in grief, oppressed by my enemies?”

The storyteller felt the Lord speak to her as she pondered the 
amazing story of finding her diamond. What was the message?

The storyteller says, “Darkness, in the life of a child of God, does have 
purpose. Sometimes the most valuable lessons and insights the Lord 
wants to teach us can only be learned in the dark.” What insight did 
she learn? 

What lessons and insights have you learned in your own seasons of 
darkness?

PRAYER:
Dear Lord, show me the diamonds in my own seasons of suffering. 
Reveal to me the treasures in the darkness. Help me to learn what I 
need to learn and grow how I need to grow. Use those times of suffering 
to draw me closer to You. Protect me from the enemy. Protect my 
faith in You. 
(reference scripture Isaiah 45:3 NIV)



DAY 23: READ “BEAUTIFUL BROKENNESS” PAGE 99

The storyteller spoke of numerous people God sent into his life who cared about 
him, invested in him, modeled the Christian life and kept him from going down 
the wrong path. Looking back over your life, who have been the people God has 

sent to care for you in any of these ways? 

Has God ever sent you to invest in and care for a young person or someone who 
is struggling or vulnerable? If so, you may not be aware of the great impact you 
had on this person. Although they may never tell you, you could have played a 

significant role in God’s redemption plan in their life – even without know it.  

During college the storyteller experienced significant disappointments. Describe 
how this dark season was used for good. 

A new trajectory and journey of healing began when the storyteller came out 
of hiding and shared his past with a trusted Christian mentor. Describe a time 

when you experienced healing through sharing with a trusted Christian friend or 
mentor. 

It took the storyteller a while to find the right fit in a professional counselor, but he 
kept trying and found just the right person. God brought great transformation and 
healing through counseling. Have you resisted professional counseling even when 

it could have helped you? Honestly consider the reason for your resistance.

How is God using the pain of the storyteller’s past to help others?



PRAYER:

Dear Lord, thank You for all of the 
people you have sent to pour into my 
life. Lord, may I also pour into others. 
Show me who You would have me to 
care about and give me the power to 
love them well. When I need to share 
my own struggles, help me know who 
to trust and give me the courage to 

open up. If I need professional help, help 
me to find just the right counselor. You 
see my troubles and care about the 
anguish of my soul. Let Your unfailing 
love surround me for my hope is in You 
alone. (reference scriptures Psalm 31:7 

and Psalm 33:22 NLT)



DAY 24: READ “THE DESIRES OF MY HEART” PAGE 103

Why did the storyteller initially begin drinking and using drugs? 

In addition to the trauma she experienced from rape, the storyteller also struggled 
with connecting her identity with Christ.  How have your own struggles with 
identity and worth led to destructive behaviors?

The storyteller said, “I had surrendered my drug addition to God but I hadn’t 
surrender any other aspect of my life.” What did she mean by this?

After the storyteller relapsed, she had no hope. What happened to change this?

The storyteller said, “I began to find my true identify as a daughter of God. I 
learned that I don’t have to be the best to be loved. I can be myself and be okay 
with myself and know that people love me.” How does this speak to you?

In treatment the storyteller was asked this question everyday: “I want to be 
someone who ________.” What is your answer to this question? 

PRAYER:
Dear Lord, You created me, knitting me together in my mother’s womb. You 
knew me before I was born. Every moment of my life was laid out before a 
single day had passed. How precious are Your thoughts about me, O God. They 
cannot be numbered. I am certain that You have begun a good work within me 
and that You will continue Your work in me until the day Christ Jesus returns.  
(reference scriptures Psalm 139:13-17 NLT and Philippians 1:6 NLT)



DAY 25: READ “EVERY DAY IS A GIFT” PAGE 107

The storyteller was raised in a loving Christian home. She had never 
experienced the anticipation and fear of the unknown until her 
baby’s diagnosis. What was she learning and experiencing during 
this time?

How did the storyteller say her Father was taking care of her? 

What did the storyteller’s friend say that gave her great perspective?

The storyteller said, “Our children are not our own. They are given to 
us by God who has entrusted us with their care.” If you have children, 
are you able to trust God and release them into His care? 

How did God use the storyteller to comfort others?

The storyteller said, “I have come to know a loving heavenly Father 
who in our times of trouble wants to comfort us and let us know 
we are not alone. He doesn’t delight in seeing us in pain but he 
sees a purpose behind it that sometimes we don’t. He see the 
whole picture and we don’t.” Looking back on your life can you now 
recognize a purpose in a painful situation that you were unable to 
appreciate at the time?

PRAYER:
Dear Lord, help me to trust You when I don’t see the purpose behind 
my pain. May I feel Your presence and know that I am not alone 
when I am suffering. You are the source of all comfort. You comfort 
me so that I can comfort others. Help me to give others the same 
comfort you have given me. (reference scripture 2 Corinthians 1:3-5 
NLT)



DAY 26: READ “WHAT YOU WERE CREATED FOR” PAGE 113

The storyteller had “given her life to Jesus” but she was battling failure, shame, 
heartache and worthlessness. “Same mistakes, same fear, same outcome….. the 

conviction of the Holy Spirit stirred deep.” Can you relate to her story? If so, how?

How did the storyteller begin the night when everything changed?

How did the storyteller describe the condition of her “unhealed soul?”

What happened when the storyteller surrendered her will for God’s will?

The storyteller said, “He loves us too much to leave us in our state, but also loves us 
too much to force His way.” What do you think about this statement?

PRAYER:
Dear Lord, thank You for Your love which is stronger than me. Thank 
you for pursuing me even when I am in a dark pit and have wrong 
beliefs. Thank You for being faithful even when I am not. Help me to 
have the courage to exchange my will for Your will in every part of 
my life. Help me to hold tightly to Your promises and embrace who I 
really am, Your beloved child. (reference scripture Luke 22:42 NIV)



DAY 27: READ “A BILLBOARD
MESSAGE” PAGE 118

The storyteller’s marriage was in trouble. She said, “God was not in our 
marriage at that point. We had not invited Him into our lives.” What did the 
marriage counselor tell them to do? 

The couple began attending church, began volunteering and attended a 
revival. What happened in the life of the storyteller’s husband? 

How did the storyteller describe her husband after his transformation?

The storyteller’s life changed after the Emmaus walk and again after 
the conference. How and when have you experienced the Lord’s 
transformation in your own life?

The storyteller said, “For so much of my life, Jesus was just a character from 
a storybook, but God has shown us how real He is. We have seen it and 
experienced it, and we want others to experience it too.” How does this 
speak to you? What has been your own experience?

PRAYER:
Dear Lord, I invite you into every relationship in my life. Apart from You I 
can do nothing and no relationship will flourish. Lord, transform me into a 
new person by changing the way I think. Then I will know Your will for me 
which is good and pleasing and perfect. (reference scriptures John 15:5 and 
Romans 12:2 NLT)



DAY 28: READ “LOVING THE UNLOVED” PAGE 122

The storyteller and his wife experienced major life changes that 
began with small steps.  As they continued to follow God’s leading, a 
new trajectory unfolded in their life. Describe a time in your life when 
you followed God’s leading by taking small steps. What happened?

The storyteller said, “We started thinking about all that we had that 
we could share.” Does sharing come easy for you?  What things 
could you share? 

One of the neighbors approached them about their ministry to the 
homeless, “I’m not sure you know how uncomfortable the neighbors 
are with what you are doing.” If you are being honest, are you more 
similar to the neighbor or the storyteller?

Reread the paragraph that begins at the bottom of page 124 “At first, 
we wanted to change our friends…..” How does this speak to you? 

Although the storyteller and his wife set out to love the unloved, 
their own lives were transformed in a beautiful way. What were the 
major elements of change and how did those changes bless the lives 
of the storytellers? 

What did the storyteller and his wife pray at the beginning of this 
story? How was this prayer answered?

PRAYER:
Dear Lord, open my eyes to the unloved around me. Show me how to 
love them. Help me to take the next steps. May I continually lean on 
You for wisdom, courage and guidance.  Take any part of me that 
is judgmental away from me and replace it with Your Spirit of love 
and mercy. May Your Spirit continually remind me that whatever I do 
for the least of my brothers and sisters I am doing for you. (reference 
scripture Matthew 25:40 NLT)



DAY 29: READ “LIFE WITHOUT A PLAN” PAGE 126

The storyteller gave control of her dating life to Jesus. She said it was the 
biggest area of her life she had not given to Jesus. What is the biggest area 

of your life that you have not given over to Jesus? What are you trying to 
manage on your own that you haven’t invited the Lord into?

The storyteller felt the Lord whisper this to her soul: “You are enough. I am 
the creator of the universe. I love you so much, that I want to take all the 

burdens that come from controlling everything and I want you to give it to 
me. I will take care of the rest.” How does trusting God relate to controlling? 

Will you allow God to take the burden that comes from trying to control 
things? Can you just lay this burden at His feet and trust Him?

If you are a naturally controlling person and have trouble relinquishing 
control, what might help you let go?

How does the storyteller describe what happened after giving up control of 
just ONE part of her life? Does this encourage you?



PRAYER:

Dear Lord, forgive me for trying to 
control things that I should surrender 
to You. Show me the areas of my life 
where I have shut You out and tried 
to manage things on my own in my 
own way. Forgive me for not trusting 
You wholeheartedly. Help me to trust 
You more and relinquish control of the 
things I am clinging to. Help me to lay 
my burdens at Your feet. I know that 
I can come to You when I am weary 
and carry heavy burdens and You 

will give me rest. (reference scripture 
Matthew 11:28 NLT)



DAY 30: READ “IN HIS WAY” 
PAGE 129

The storyteller spoke of a time when he stopped seeking God’s will in his 
life and became his own god. Can you remember a time in your life when 
you stopped seeking God’s will and became your own god? If so, what was 
the outcome? 

What happened when the storyteller reached rock bottom? What did the 
storyteller ask God to do that night?

How did the storyteller honor God with his $60 paycheck? How did God 
bless him for this faithfulness?

How did God use the professional experiences of the storyteller to prepare 
him for the work He was calling to do as a preacher? How has God used 
your life experiences to prepare you for service He has called you to do? 

God took sports away as an idol and instead used it for good in the life of 
the storyteller. Honestly think about your own life. What are your idols? 

The storyteller said, “God took everything that I desired and gave it to me, 
but it was in His way.” What had to happen first? 

PRAYER:
Dear Lord, forgive me for having idols and trying to be my own god. I surrender 
to you and want You to do whatever You want with my life. I don’t want to 
spend the rest of my life chasing my own desires, but instead I am anxious to 
do Your will. Use all of my experiences, bad and good, for Your purposes in my 
life. Thank You for being so loving, patient and forgiving. (reference scripture 1 
Peter 4:2 NLT)



DAY 31: READ “HE HAS BEEN WAITING FOR YOU” 
PAGE 135

The pastor said this to the storyteller: “God has a plan for your life. 
He wants to use you and He has been waiting for you.” Is God still 
waiting on you or have you submitted to His plan in your life? 

What happened to the storyteller when he received Christ?

What helped the storyteller prepare for the death of his wife? What 
did he do after she died? 

How did the Holy Spirit respond to the storyteller after the death 
when he was fasting, praying and reading the Bible?

The storyteller said, “Once I surrendered my life and my plan, God’s 
power was unleashed in my life. God has shown me that life with 
Him is the only way to true joy, peace and contentment.” Can you 
relate to this? How have you found this to be true in your own life?

PRAYER:
Dear Lord, help me to become the person that you have created me 
to be. May I lead a life worthy of my calling. From Your glorious, 
unlimited resources, empower me with inner strength through Your Spirit. 
May I be made complete with all the fullness of life and power that 
comes from You. May You accomplish in my life infinitely more than 
I might ask or think. May You be glorified through all generations! 
(reference scriptures Ephesians 3:16- 4:1 NLT)



REFLECTING ON STORIES 22-31

Which of these stories do you relate to? Which was most 
encouraging? Most challenging?

Do you see any trends or similarities in any of the stories?
If so, what?

Have the stories reminded you of any important truths about 
God? What new insights have  you gained about God through 
these stories?

What new insights have you gained about yourself through 
these stories?

Has reflecting on these stories changed you in any way?
If so, how?


